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The Inauguration of Arkansas’ 37th Elected Governor,
The Honorable
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WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER, Mor-
rilton, Arkansas, is the 37th elected
Governor of the State of Arkansas, and
the first Republican elected to the
State’s highest office in 94 years.




LITANY OF DEDICATION

Pastor: Recognizing my civil office as a trust
from God and believing that I must
give account to Him for my
stewardship,

Officers: 1 DEDICATE MYSELF.

Pastor: Aware of my divine responsibility to
seek the welfare of all the people
under the bounds of my trust,

Officers: I DEDICATE MYSELF.

Pastor: Conscious of my human limitations
and of the vastness of my need for
God'’s constant help and with a sincere
desire that my office fulfill His highest
purpose,

Officers: 1 DEDICATE MYSELF.

PRE-INAUGURAL SERVICE OF DEDICATION
Governor-Elect WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER
and
Duly Elected Constitutional Officers
January 10, 1967 9:00 o’clock A.M.

THE ORDER OF SERVICE

INVOCATION
Rabbi IrRA E. SANDERS

PRELUDE
“Our Father Who Art in Heaven” ]. S. Bacu
“Benedictus” FraNcors COUPERIN
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” GorpoN Younc

CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 121
HYMN 489 — America the Beautiful “Materna”
HYMN 465 — God of Grace and God of Glory “Cwm Rhondda”

SCRIPTURE
Romans 13:1-7

LITANY OF DEDICATION

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
The Reverend WiLLiaM WiLLcox, President
The Greater Little Rock Ministerial Association

HYMN OF DEDICATION 496—
O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee “Maryton”

POSTLUDE
Chorale on “America” FLOR PEETERs

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH
Little Rock, Arkansas
Dr. DaLe CowLING, Pastor




WANTED

God give us men! A time like this demands

Strong minds, great hearts, true faith, and ready hands;
Men whom the lust of office does not kill;

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy;

Men who possess opinions and a will;

Men who have honor —men who will not lie.

Men who can stand before a demagogue

And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking;
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog

In public duty and in private thinking;

For while the rabble, with their thumbworn creeds,
Their large professions and their little deeds,

Mingle in selfish strife, lo! Freedom weeps,

Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice sleeps.

Josian GiLserT HoLLAND

PROGRAM

9:00 A.M.
SERVICE OF DEDICATION
Second Baptist Church
Dr. DALE CowLING, Pastor

10:00 A.M.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CHAMBER
Lieutenant Governor NATHAN GORDON,
President of the Senate, Presiding

INVOCATION
Dr. PapcerT C. COPE
Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church
Little Rock

DECLARATION
Of the Results of the General Election
STERLING R. COCKRILL, JR.
Speaker of the House of Representatives

NOTIFICATION
By Appointed Committee to
Governor OrvAL E. Fausus
That the Joint Session Is Ready to Receive Him

FAREWELL ADDRESS
Governor OrvAL E. FAuBuUs

OATH OF OFFICE
By Chief Justice CARLETON HARRis of the Supreme Court
to Lieutenant Governor-Elect MaUrRIiCE “Footsie” BRITT
Who Will Preside Over Remainder of Ceremonies

OATH OF OFFICE
By Chief Justice CARLETON HAaRRIs of the Supreme Court
to the Constitutional Officers
KeLLy BrYANT, Secretary of State
Nancy (Mgs. Crip) HaLL, Treasurer of State
Jivmie “Rep” JoNEs, Auditor of State
JoE PurcELL, Attorney General
Sam Jongs, Commissioner of State Lands




PROGRAM oo

DECLARATION
Of the Results of the General Election for the
Office of Governor
STERLING R. CocKRiILL, JR.

NOTIFICATION
By Appointed Committee to
Governor-Elect WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER
That the Joint Session Is Ready to Receive Him

OATH OF OFFICE
By Chief Justice CARLETON HARRIS
to WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER

PRESENTATION
Of the Certificate of Election and Introduction
By Licutenant Governor MAURICE “FooTsIE” BRITT

ACCEPTANCE
WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER
Governor of the State of Arkansas

INVITATION
By Lieutenant Governor MAURICGE “FOOTSIE” BRITT
To Members of General Assembly to Attend
Afternoon Inaugural Program at
Robinson Auditorium
(Special Section Reserved for Legislators)

BENEDICTION
DRr. PapcerT C. COPE
Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church
Little Rock

INAUGURAL PROGRAM
Robinson Auditorium
12:30 P.M.
Music by Central High School Band Ensemble
1:00 P. M.
Lieutenant Governor MAURICE “FooTsiE” BRITT
Master of Ceremonies

“STAR SPANGLED BANNER”
Miss WanNDA LEE SaxoN, Soloist
Mgs. REGE SaXoN PRIGE, Accompanist

INVOCATION
DRr. MARSHALL STEEL
President, Hendrix College
Conway

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS

Lieutenant Governor MAURICE ‘“‘FooTsiE”’ BRITT

DECLARATION
Of Results of General Election for the Office
of Governor
STERLING R. COCKRILL, JR.
Speaker of the House of Representatives

OATH OF OFFICE
By Chief Justice CARLETON HARRIS of the Supreme Court
to WINTHROP ROCKEFFLLER

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Governor WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER

DEDICATORY SOLO —-“MY TASK”
Dorsey McCuLLouGH, Soloist
Mgrs. Grace EUBANK, Accompanist

BENEDICTION
Right Reverend Monsignor JamEs E. O’CoNNELL
Rector, St. John's Seminary

2:30 to 6:00 P.M.
RECEPTION
Governor’s Mansion
Public Cordially Invited




THE CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS
OF ARKANSAS

WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER
Governor

MAURICE “FooTsiE” BRITT
Lieutenant Governor

KELLY BRYANT
Secretary of State

Nancy (Mrs. Crip) HaLL
Treasurer of State

JimMmiE “Rep” JoNESs
Auditor of State

JoE PURCELL
Attorney General

SAM JONEs
Commissioner of State Lands

L1EUTENANT GOVERNOR MAURICE “FOOTSIE” BRITT
President of the Senate

STERLING R. COCKRILL, JR.
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Dist.

THE SENATE
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Benton, Carroll
Washington
Madison, Crawford,
Franklin, Johnson
Sebastian, Scott,
Logan, Polk
Howard, Sevier,
Hempstead, Nevada
Pike, Clark, Dallas,
Grant

Montgomery, Garland
Pope, Yell,

Conway, Perry
Booune, Marion,
Baxter, Newton,
Searcy

Saline, Hot Spring
Little River, Miller,
Lafayette

Quachita, Columbia
Union

Stone, Van Buren,
Cleburne, Faulkner
Fulton, Izard, Sharp,
Randolph, Lawrence
Independence, White
Jackson, Woodruff,
Prairie

Pulaski, Lonoke

Cleveland, Calhoun,
Bradley, Ashley
Jefferson, Lingcoln

Monroe, Lee,
Arkansas, Phillips
Desha, Drew, Chicot
Clay, Greene
Craighead,
Mississippi,
Poinsett

Cross, Crittenden,
St. Francis

Name

MAaurIicE “FooTsiE” BRrITT

RusseLL Errop
CLIFTON WADE
DaviD PARTAIN

DAN WHITE
MiLt EARNHART
OLEN HENDRIX

J. HueH LOOKADOO

Q. Byrum HursT
CARL E. SORRELS

RaLrH Hupson

VirciL T. FLETCHER
Bos W. DoucGLAs

MELvIN T. CHAMBERS
W. D. MoOORE, Jr.
Guy H. JonEs

THOMAS A. PENN
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RoBERT HARVEY

MAx HowrLL

OSCAR ALAGOOD

Dan T. Sperick

Joe T. Forp

BEN ALLEN

RicHARD EARL GRIFFIN

MORRELL GATHRIGHT
Knox NELsoON

JoE LEE ANDERSON
DoraTHY M. ALLEN
Joun F. Gisson
CeciL. M. McNEIL
J. LEE BEARDEN
RAavyMonDp HEERN
FrRED H. STAFFORD
CLARENCE E. BrLL
W. K. InGrAM

Adadress

Little Rock
Siloam Springs
Fayetteville
Van Buren

Ft, Smith
Ft. Smith
Prescott

Arkadelphia

Hot Springs
Atkins

Harrison

Benton
Texarkana

Magnolia
El Dorado
Conway

Black Rock

Searcy
Swifton

Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
Crossett

Pine Bluff
Pine Bluff
Helena
Brinkley
Dermott
Rector
Leachville
Jonesboro
Marhked Tree
Parkin

West Memphis
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Benton

Carroll, Madison
Boone

Marion, Searcy,
Pope

Baxter, Fulton
Randolph, Clay

Washington

Newton,
Johnson
Stone, Izard,
Sharp
Lawrence
Greene,
Craighead

Crawford,
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Franklin,

Logan, Yell

Van Buren, Cleburne,
Faulkner
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Jackson,
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Poinsett
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Scott, Polk
Montgomery,
Garland

Conway
Perry, Pulaski
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JaMEs L. SHEETS
IvaN Rose
DanNNY L. PATRICK
JosErn T. HAMILTON
James H. HARRELL
L. L. Bryan
MRS, VADA SHEID
F. B. MANATT
Jesse C. HAYES
Dr. Mogrriss HENRY
CHARLES W. STEWART
CHARLEs E. Davis
GARNER TAYLOR

Joun E. MILLER

HarrY HILBURN
RoscoE D. BROwN
JERRY BooKoUT
ANDREW SCHUG
JimMmy DoyLE HuUNT
B. G. HENDRIX

GEORGE E. NowoTny, Jr.

MRs. BERNICE L. KIZER
W. E. RAINWATER
CLOVIS BRYANT
CHARLES W. BovcE
M. L. WoMAck

J. C. DawsoN

CeciL L. ALEXANDER
VIRGIL BUTLER
JoHun A. SINK

Jack S. Oakrs

W. H. THOMPSON
JiM ROBERTS

L. H. Autry

W. R. NICHOLSON
WALTER DAY
EuceNE F. STiLL
VAN B. TAYLOR
RAv S. SMITH, JR.
F. L. BEASLEY

OpE MADDOX

LoD SADLER
CHARLES D, MATTHEWS
HARRY W. CARTER
GAYLE WINDSOR, JR.
PAuL MEERS

LeEoN HOLSTED

CAL LEDBETTER, JR.
JoEL Y. LEDBETTER

STERLING R. COCKRILL, JR.

Address
Siloam Springs
Rogers
Delaney
Harrison
Russellville
Russellville
Mountain Home
Corning
Pocahontas
Fayetteville
Fayetteville
Springdale
Clarksville

Melbourne

Walnut Ridge
Jonesboro
Jonesboro
Paragould
Jonesboro

Ft, Smith
Ft.Smith

Ft. Smith
Ft.Smith

Van Buren
Dardanelle
Ozark

Conway
Heber Springs
Batesville
Newport
Augusta
Marked Tree
Trumann
Burdette
Osceola
Blytheville
Blytheville
Waldron

Hot Springs
Hot Springs
Oden
Morrilton
North Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
North Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
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White, Lonoke

Prairie,
Arkansas
Monroe
Cross

St. Francis

Crittenden

Lee, Phillips

Sevier,

Little River
Howard, Pike
Saline,

Hot Spring

Grant,
Jefferson

Hempstead
Clark, Nevada

Dallas,
Cleveland
Lincoln,
Desha
Miller

Lafayette,
Columbia
Ouachita

Calhoun,
Union

Bradley,
Ashley
Drew
Chicot

Name
B. D. Dou¢ BRANDON

SHERMAN BLAKE WILLIAMS

S, PETE HAvypoN
ALLAN DISHONGH
HERBERT RULE
Joun PauL Carrs
W. F. FOSTER

James E. HARRIS
Joun P. BETHELL
ALBERT M. HAYES
Kirpy MEACHAM
JiM SHAVER

O. P. HAMMONS
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C. B. NANCE, ]Jr.
JoeE H. HoLLAND
Marcus J. HOWELL
JiM LINDER
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CHARLES A. CONDITT
MaroN H. CRANK

Jonn H. HARBERSON
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DonaLp COLLINS
CHARLES O. SMITHERS
G. W. TURNER, Jr.
PAauL BATES

Dr. STURGIS MILLER
JaMmEs O. STEVENS
GEAN McDoNALD
TaLsoT FEILD, JR.
GLEN E. KELLEY
DARRELL HASLEY
THOMAS E. SPARKS

Epwin E. Hopson, Jr.
JimmiE McKissack
Haves C. McCLERKIN
DAMON YOUNG

Harry B. CorLay

MRs. GLADYS MARTIN OGLESBY

Dan Cook

GRADY P. ARRINGTON
CHADD L. DURRETT
WortH CaMP, JR.
R. L. GoobwiN

N. B. MURrHY

BiLr. WELLS

BENNIE RYBURN, JR.
LAMAR DINGLER

Address
Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
Little Rock
Searcy
England
Searcy
Des Arc
Stuttgart
Monroe
Wynne
Forrest City
Forrest City
West Memphis
West Memphis
Marion
Wabash
West Helena
Marienna
Helena
Foreman

Nashville
Benton
Malvern
Benton
Pine Bluff
Pine Bluff
Pine Bluff
Pine Bluff
Sheridan
Hope
Arkadelphia
Arkadelphia
Fordyce

McGehee
Star City
Texarkana
Texarkana
Magnolia
Stamps
Camden
Stephens
Strong

El Dorado
Hampton
Hamburg
Hermitage
Monticello
Lake Village




1967 INAUGURAL COMMITTEE

Guy NEwCOMB
Osceola

WAYNE BABBITT
North Little Rock

R. E. L. WiLson, III
Wilson

DANssy COUNCIL
Fort Smith

Mgs. Payron W. KoL
Little Rock

STERLING COCKRILL, JR.
Little Rock

JAck PIcKENs
Little Rock

HowARD VANCE
Walnut Ridge

BiLl. POYNTER
Texarkana

Cass S. HoucH
Rogers

MARVIN BUFFINGTON
Lake Village

SENATOR LEE BEARDEN
Leachuville

KELLY BRYANT
Little Rock

Mpgrs. LiLLiaAN McGILLICUDDY
Little Rock

Dr. LAWRENCE A. DAvis
Pine Bluff

FRANK LAMBRIGHT
Little Rock

Dr. ErRNEsT T. DIxon, Jr.
Little Rock

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

hank you very much, Mr. Licutenant Governor. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker of the House, for having set aside my worries about
the results of the election. Thank you, Mr. Chief Justice, for sharing

again with this wonderful group the ceremonies of the morning.

This is a momentous day in my life, and possibly it's a
momentous day in the history of Arkansas. It has been widely noted
that not for almost a hundred years has a member of the Arkansas
Republican Party addressed his fellow citizens as governor. I hope that
it will not be another hundred years before another member of my
Party is standing here. Actually I hope that Footsie Britt and I will

have the pleasure in two years of being with you again.

he facts that relate to my having been elected are—to me—an

expression by the people that instead of looking backwards, we are
looking forward. And, in electing me and other Republicans the people
were expressing a desire for change; but at the same time, the fact that
relatively few Republicans were elected suggests to me that Arkansans—
and appropriately, Arkansans who have led the way in many things—
are “testing the water” in terms of the potential of the two-party system.

Now is not the time for party politics. I was elected by
Republicans, Democrats and Independents; by people of all races and
all creeds, from all walks of life. As the thirty-seventh elected governor,
I intend to represent all, and so I dedicate my administration to the

people of Arkansas.

Any administration must be measured by its goals and by
its objectives. Let us spell them out like men. We come here committed
not to discord, but to doing . . . not to destroying, but to discovering . . .

not to dividing, but by dissolving old problems with new solutions.




The major problem that faces me faced my predecessor, and I fear
will face my successor. It is the lack of adequate revenues. But
much is possible through better management of our financial resources.
So I'm confident that through programs which will be presented for
your consideration we can achieve many good things: better government,
better schools, better roads and more and better jobs . . . and an

improved standard of living for Arkansas.

And yet, I must say to you that something else is even more
important—or should be—than these other material goals. The great
hope of my administration will be that it can develop in the people of
Arkansas confidence in their state government. Without faith and
confidence of the people, government can accomplish nothing. With it,
government can accomplish most anything. I believe the people want

and have this kind of faith.

I move into office recognizing that many important
milestones have been reached. There is a foundation upon which a new
administration can build . . . an administration dedicated to finding
solutions for problems. It is my conviction that the majority of the
people who voted for me want change. Personally, I believe that the
change that the people want is not in the spirit of vindictiveness, but of

confidence . . . and of faith.
There is work to do and we are badly in need of some basic
reforms in our government . . . in the very mechanics of day-to-day

operations. By “basic” I mean as basic as our State Constitution of 1874,
designed at a moment in the history of the South as a reaction to the
Reconstruction Period. This is the Constitution under which we are
living today. Certain provisions of it are as ill-fitted to our times, quite
understandably, as would be the clothing of those men who framed it.

The people will support much-needed changes in our State
Constitution, I believe, if those changes are carefully explained.

Even so, I feel that it would be unwise to embark suddenly
upon a Constitutional Convention. Experience elsewhere suggests that
we first should form a commission of our finest citizens to carefully study
all of the problems and propose solutions, keeping the public at all
times thoroughly informed of their progress.

This is the way to keep faith. I feel that the task before
me is a sacred trust, granted to me by the will of the people. It is my
intention to keep that faith with the people, because my strength and
my capacity to serve comes from the people.

I am aware of the pride represented in the Sixty-sixth
General Assembly. (Maybe 1 am more aware, today!) It is true that
you have been allotted an unusual moment in the history of Arkansas,
as have I . .. a moment subject to special scrutiny , . . laden with special

challenges . . . and rich with special opportunities.

I believe that together we can become worthy of the
moment. We shall make mistakes. That’s to be expected. But we shall
also right ourselves, because we share the same goals.

Government is only as strong and worthy of respect as the
people, by their convictions, will make it. I come before you today
asking you to help me make Arkansas outstanding because of our
acceptance of these fundamentals.

As your governor, if unsavory situations are brought to my
attention, I will not falter in dealing with them. I ask you to join me in
pledging to work—as no men have—so that Arkansas may enter into a
new Era of Excellence . . . to launch a far-reaching quest for quality in




which we shall no longer be content merely to exult in our potential,

or measure our progress in comparison with our past.

This Era of Excellence can come only if we recognize education as
one of the vital foundation blocks. Until we can provide quality
education for all, whatever else we build cannot be fully meaningful.
There is virtually universal agreement on this. It is agreed, too, that the
quality of any education system is determined by the quality of its
teachers. To keep our good teachers . . . to keep good people and attract
more, obviously we must compensate them more in keeping with their
contributions.

This is a position that I have frequently taken. It is a

position that I will continue to take.

In terms of our education, I am as concerned about kindergarten
training, primary and secondary education, vocational training,
community college experience and adult education . . . as T am about
our other college education . . . as I am about our university education,
our graduate education and the various fields of specialized training.

The most costly burden that we can impose on the future
of our state is inferior education for our young people.

That is a “tax” that they go on paying all their lives. We
are obligated to see that they do not. We shall have met this obligation
only when every gray, substandard scholastic corner within our borders
has been climinated; when opportunity for quality education is
everywhere.

That we have so much to do in some areas should not
dismay us. Quality education pays for itself many times over, and the

sooner we provide it, the sooner the rich returns will be coming back.

I believe strongly in a system of regional planning for economic
development in Arkansas. Regional planning enables groups of
counties to accomplish things that they cannot accomplish individually.
It permits us—the state—to provide the technical assistance in all fields,
including education and health, so greatly needed. It gives the regions
participation, guidance and proper direction, and it can earn for them

vital financial support.

I am convinced that the people with common interests—
working together as we have found them in the regions as we have

defined them—can solve many problems.

I am happy that a six-county area, surrounding and
including Sebastian County, has recently become recognized by the
federal government as a cooperative element within the concept of the
Federal Ozarks Region.

I am convinced that by the use of these regional areas, we
can do much more. This is a new concept for us possibly, yes; but it’s a

recognized one and proven in many other areas.

The problems of municipalities, for a variety of reasons—not the least
of which is that Constitution of 1874—are virtually insurmountable.
I am deeply concerned about the problems of municipalities and
seriously doubt that a full and adequate solution is going to be found
until the federal government recognizes the philosophy of tax sharing.

T could devote infinite time to a discussion of this solution, but suffice

to say I am concerned and I will do my best.

s vital as it has been to our economy, agriculture can contribute
more to Arkansas. Our {farmers have become so proficient that last
year cash receipts from Arkansas agriculture approached a billion dollars.




But what was the retail value of this same product, once
that it had been processed and delivered to the nation’s marketplaces?
The value was TWO AND A HALT BILLION DOLLARS. This
means we produced a billion and a half dollars for people living outside
our state. Arkansas could well use the money for its own economy. We

can use the new jobs that processing plants would provide.

I shall propose the creation of a commission to study the
overall problems of agriculture and recommend how the state might

better serve agriculture.

Ihave been talking about problems and programs which will benefit
the state in the near and the distant future. I have talked about the
need for constitutional change, but we need not wait. Your state
government can make a substantial contribution by becoming more

efficient itself . . . and now!

We have 187 boards and commissions, acting in essence
independently. We have limited fiscal control, limited purchasing and
no coordination in the use of data processing. My administration will
propose legislation to evaluate our needs and then create machinery to

effectuate the recommendations.

I do NOT propose a study that does not contemplate
action. I will ask the legislature to provide the funds to get a
professional, objective review made ol the number one business of
Arkansas, the business of the State, itself. The legislation will
recommend an early terminal date, so that economies that I am
confident can be eflected would be available for the enhancement of the

program requested in our current budget proposal.

Recently, similar studies of governmental operation have
been made in other states. Wisconsin projects thirty-five million dollars
in savings. Ohio has recaptured, for the needs of its people, fifty-five
million dollars. And Oklahoma, with the typical modesty of their fine
first Republican governor—and my good friend, Henry Bellmon—has
admitted to economies in excess of ten million and with no increases in

taxes to give increased services.

To insure continuing efficiency in state government, 1 will
propose that a Department of Administration be established to

coordinate inter-governmental affairs.

By increasing governmental efficiency, I'm convinced that
our state can make dramatic gains—not only financially—but once again
I return to that even greater objective, in the reinforcement of the

confidence of the people in their government.

My legislative program will deal with another resource sometimes
forgotten purely and simply because of its abundance . . . and
that is water. Our good fortune is the envy of the less fortunate
neighboring states—a problem that is going to face us because we are

part of the great United States.

I have traveled extensively in countries suffering from the
lack of water and/or proper management. I know the impact of limited
water supplies. With the explosion of population around the world,
water is becoming an increasing problem and of increasing importance.
Not too many years ago, former Governor Thomas E. Dewey of New
York said to me one evening that he thought that the impact of water
problems was even greater than the impact of the atomic bomb on the
future of the population of the world. That is a strong statement, and




particularly a strong statement for me to make from this platform in a

land of abundant water.

As T say, Arkansas is generously blessed; but Arkansas had
better be aware, so that it will be able to protect itself against the needs

and demands of less fortunate neighboring states.

A—-nother problem that relates to other states is our need for an
adequate system of roads and highways. This need is inseparable
from an expanding Arkansas economy, because it is the base of

communications.

Unfortunately, my communications with the highway

department seem to have broken down temporarily!

But I say without hesitation, ladies and gentlemen, that I
use this forum to pledge my whole-hearted support to a sound highway

program.

It is unlikely that we will ever be able to afford all the
new roads we want, at the time and place we want them, but by
developing a program based on professional priorities, and making the
Dest use of our funds, we can have the highway system that we need.

Such a program will require vision, greater responsibility
and cooperation, and fewer short-range demands. We must achieve a
better balance between road use and the expenditures of road money.
Less than [ive percent of Arkansas’ roads and streets carry today almost

50 percent of our traffic.

We must [ace the fact that the state cannot go on
indefinitely giving highway funds to the counties, while at the same time
it is accepting the responsibility for more and more county mileage for

maittenance.

I will recommend a program which I believe—with our
highway operation returned to the spirit of the Mack-Blackwell
Amendment—will produce the road system for our state . . . a system to
accommodate increasing industry, agriculture, tourism and our own

rapidly increasing personal needs.

e have an abundant future as a tourist and retirement state. I

believe that in addition to telling the world what we already
have, it is the obligation of the state government to encourage private
enterprise to improve these attractions and to build this wonderful new

industry within our borders.

I fully recognize the important role of a professional law enforcement
agency, the State Police. They will have my full support. Merit—
and not politics—should be the basis for state employment in the State
Police Department and other agencies. We have dedicated, competent
employees who will make a career of government service, but we cannot
expect to attract and hold them without the job security offered by a
state merit system. Fewer than 2,500 of the more than 16,000 state
employees are protected today by the merit system.

I'm delighted that the legislature has already undertaken
a comprehensive job classification and salary survey. This—to me—is one
of the first and most important steps toward an efficient administration

of government.
State employees must be protected from political coercion.

I will propose passage of legislation similar to the Hatch
Act, which will insure that no incumbent administration can use state

employees to political advantage. Solicitation of contributions from




these employees by their superiors or any others in state government

should be prohibited by an enforceable law.

would be remiss here today if T didn’t re-emphasize my often-stated
I position of concern for our less fortunate citizens who are welfare
recipients. I have emphasized my distress that all too often they have
been regarded as political pawns. I recognize fully the importance of the
state’s public assistance program. It should be a program based on the
recognition of the dignity of these fine people. I can assure you that
the welfare program, under my administration, will be managed with

integrity and dignity.

primary objective of government is the preservation of law and
A order. The people will respect the laws if they are just and if they
are fairly administered. The cornerstone of public morality is the
respect for the law. The courts are the last protection of the rights of
the individual citizen. We must, therefore, do all in our power to sec¢
that the procedures followed by these courts are in keeping with our

basic ideas of justice.

My administration will submit for consideration certain
bills to give our citizens greater protection in the election process. And
now with the advent of television, maybe I should more than emphasize
the shortening of political campaigns. I will also recommend legislation
to strengthen our insurance department and the security office of our
bank commission, to mention but a few of the areas that my

administration is already working in.

No field offers a greater challenge to us today than that of medicine,
with all of its related services. We have some fine medical

institutions and excellent professional people associated with them.

My concern about the health services throughout Arkansas
is, that while we have many highly competent, dedicated people in all
aspects of health service, we are not training sufficient people to keep up
and produce the replacements. We are faced with the reality of
Medicare and the possibility of Medicaid, and we cannot delay in
defining the specific needs of our varied and scattered population in
order to best avail ourselves of the programs that will relate to the

health care of the people of our state.

A}d last, but certainly not least, no burden rests more heavily on the
conscience of the people of Arkansas, hour by hour, than a prison
system regarded by professional penologists as being generally the

worst in the United States.

The need for major reforms within what we call our
“correctional” institutions is so pressing that T will ask the legislature to
give it the very highest priority.

As governor, I will put maximum emphasis on clearing up
deplorable conditions within our prisons, our probation and parole
systems.

In closing, T would like to say that I am grateful for the wisdom and
the experience that have been made available to me through the
members of the General Assembly during the busy and challenging days
and weeks just past. I shall count on that wisdom and experience in the
difficult times ahead.




I still believe that government is best which governs least.
The programs of this administration—in the spirit of the Constitution—
will have as their basic purpose, NOT restricting the individual, but
enlarging the area of freedom in which he may express himself and
develop his own hopes and his own destiny.

The great hope of my administration will be realized if we
can see public confidence established in our state government.

y dear, late mother lived a life guided by her favorite Biblical
quotation: “And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.”

She instilled in her six children the wisdom of these words.

It is in this spirit, ladies and gentlemen, that I accept the
trust that you have given me. '







